ORDINANCE NO. 2026-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LOCKHART, TEXAS, ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE
ADMINISTERED BY THE CALDWELL COUNTY ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR ON MARCH 31, 2026, FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ELECTING ONE MEMBER OF THE LOCKHART CITY COUNCIL
(COUNCILMEMBER DISTRICT 2) TO FILL  THE VACANCY
RESULTING FROM THE CONSTITUTIONAL RESIGNATION OF
COUNCILMEMBER JOHN CASTILLO; DESIGNATING EARLY
VOTING POLLING PLACES AND HOURS; DESIGNATING ELECTION
DAY POLLING PLACES AND HOURS; DESIGNATING FILING
DEADLINES; ORDERING NOTICES OF ELECTION TO BE GIVEN AS
PRESCRIBED BY LAW IN CONNECTION WITH SUCH ELECTION;
PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION JUDGES AND
CLERKS; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY SECRETARY TO
TAKE ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO COMPLY WITH APPLICABLE
ELECTION LAWS; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS/REPEALING
CLAUSE, SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lockhart, Texas ("City Council") finds that
Councilmember John Castillo resigned from his position on the City Council,
Councilmember District 2, when he filed for candidacy for another elected office on
December 8, 2025; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XI, Section 11 and Article 16, Section 65 of the Texas
Constitution, the Texas Election Code and the City Charter of the City of Lockhart, Texas
("Lockhart™, the City Council is required to order a special election to fill the vacancy in the
office of the City Council, Councilmember District 2, resulting from the resignation of Mr.
Castillo; and

WH.EREAS, the City Council hereby orders a special election to be held within
Lockhart on March 31, 2026, for the purpose of filling the vacancy in the office of City
Council, Councilmember District 2, and completing the remaining term of office for
Councilmember District 2.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LOCKHART, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: Findings Incorporated. The findings set forth above are incorporated
into the body of this Ordinance as if fully set forth herein.

SECTION 2: Special Election Ordered. A Special Election ("Election™ 1s hereby
ordered to be held on Saturday, March 31, 2026 ("Election Dav"), for the purpose of electing

one member of the Lockhart City Council (Councilmember District 2) to fill the vacancy
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resulting from the resignation of Councilmember John Castillo and completing the
remaining term of office for Councilmember District 2. The Election shall be administered
by the Caldwell County Elections Administrator.

SECTION 3: Early Voting.
Early voting by personal appearance shall be available at:

Lockhart ISD Adams Gym
419 Bois I¥Arc Street
Lockhart, Texas 78644

Early voting Dates/Times: _
- March 16 — 20, 2026: 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
- March 21, 2026 (Saturday): 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
- March 23 — 25, 2026: 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
- March 26 — 27, 2026: 7:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.

The Council appoints Devante Coe, Caldwell County Elections Administrator, as the Early Voting Clerk.
Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:

Early Voting Clerk

Devante Coe, Caldwell County Elections Administrator
1403 Blackjack Street, Suite A '
Lockhart, Texas 78644

(512) 668-4347 .

Email Address: caldwellec@co.caldwell.tx.us

Website: WWW.co.caldWell.mLus/page/ElecﬁonsOﬂioe

(If faxed or: emalled the orlgmal appllcatlon must be mailed and recelved within
4 days.)

Apphcatlons for Ballots by Mail (ABBMs) must be received no later than the close of

business on: .
March 20, 2026

Federal Post Card Applications (FPCAs) must be received no later than the close of business
- on: . '

March 20, 2026

Early voting tinies and locations are subject to change by order of Elections
Administrator.
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SECTION 4. Election Day Voting.
Election Day voting by personal appearance shall be available at:

Election Day Location:
Lockhart ISD Adams Gym
419 Bois D’Arc Street
Lockhart, Texas 78644

SECTION 5: Filing Deadlines. Candidates must file for election to Councilmember
Dastrict 2, and adhere to the filing deadlines. Candidate packets will be available in the City
Secretary's Office, 105 South Colorado Street, Lockhart, Texas 78644. The candidate filing
periods for the Election are as follows:

Begin: January 8, 2026, at 8:00 a.m.
End: January 26, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

SECTION 6: Election to Comply with Applicable Laws. The City Secretary is hereby
authorized and directed to publish and/or post, in the time and manner prescribed by law,

all notices required to be so published and/or posted in connection with the conduct of this
Election. The Election and notice of the Election shall be conducted in accordance with the
Texas Election Code and other applicable law, and all qualified and registered voters of
Lockhart shall be eligible to vote at the Election.

SECTION 7. Authorization to Execute. The Mayor, or the Mayor’s designee, including
the City Manager or Assistant City Manager, of the CITY is authorized to execute and the
City Secretary of the CITY is authorized to attest this Ordinance on behalf of the City
Council; and the Mayor of the City Council is authorized to do all other things legal and
necessary in connection with the holding and consummation of the Elections.

SECTION 8: Appointment of Election Judges and Clerks., The appointment of the
Presiding Election Judges, Alternate Judges, Early Voting Clerks, the Presiding Judge of
the early ballot board and other election officials for the Election shall be made by the
Elections Administrators in accordance with the contracts for election administration
services and the Texas Election Code. The Elections Administrators may employ other
personnel necessary for the proper administration of the Election, including such part-time
help as is necessary to prepare for the Election, to ensure the timely delivery of supplies
during early voting and on Election Day, and for the efficient tabulation of ballots at the
central counting station.

SECTION 9. Authority of Mavor and City Secretarv. The Mayor and the City
Secretary, in consultation with the City Attorney, are hereby authorized and directed to take
any and all actions necessary to comply with the provisions of the Texas Election Code and
any other state or federal law in carrying out and conducting the Election, whether or not
expressly authorized herein. In the absence of the City Secretary, the City Manager and/or
Assistant City Manager are hereby appointed to fulfill election duties in place of City
Secretary as needed 1n accordance with Texas Elections Code Sec. 31.123.
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SECTION 10: Severability. Should any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase
of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional and/or invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, it is expressly provided that any and all remaining portions of this Ordinance
shall remain in full force and effect. The City Council hereby declares that it would have
passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause and phrase thereof regardless of
whether any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases may be
declared unconstitutional and/or invalid.

SECTION 11: Savings/Repealing. All provisions of any ordinance in conflict with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent they are in conflict. Any remaining portion of
conflicting ordinances shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 12: Effective Date. This order for an election becomes effective
immediately upon its passage.

'DULY PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LOCKHART, TEXAS ON THIS 67 DAY OF JANUARY, 2026.

CITY OF LOCKHART

Uitz

w White, Mayor

ATTEST:

(%l: @; 0 (0T AN | J »
Julie Bowermon, City Secretary Bésdford ¥ Bullock, City Attorney
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